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BROWN COUNTY AGS)CULTillll 

Nhile Bl'own County has always been and still is an agricul tural re gion 

the crops produced ancl the methods persued in f arming h ave lmdergone !!lany 

changes. 'Jh8n the homesteaders arr ived the virgi n sad was brolren or plowed 

and in some cases grain crops were sO"'l e d on the newly brolcen soel. Some of 

the l~omes!;eaders t howvver~ after allowing 'the sad to rot for one s e ason 

WOLl.ld r e - plow or Itback-set" before a crop VJa s produced@ After the s econd 

plowing t he more careful of t!1e f armers woul d employ a s pr±ng t oo t h hax' rQ',f 

v{hi';;:·:h Y/ould t ear ancl pulverize the sad t o be tter advantage ' than auy other 

:i c1plement t hen ava il able.. Ordinary h ar1'o''''3 wer e then used :in so me castfs~ 

70.8 earliest seeding was done w:i th the so -cal l ed broad cast seeders 

nanG o f wnich ar e noW jon exist311ce . 'rhe i m)lement cOYlslnted of a 10118 box 

in the bo ttom of which were a series of short roller s vIi th large shallow 

corrugations t hat fed the grain slov;ly to spreaders which spread it over 

the ground. It Was thorn covered over 'pya series of shovels not 1L"11ilce the 

shovels of a corn plo,,>' only smaller<> 

of a s eeder wa s fOLmd to be unsat isfac t ory sInce some of th,e 

crain :73 3 covered. too deeply and other parts of which would l ie on topo 

Th" improV8r:lSnt '. of this seeder '.'Jas the s o-ca lled drill wh:1.c h de~)osi ts the 

seed s'b a ll..'tlifoTI'.l depth. 

During the first ten year's of t he CO:IDty history s mall gr.fdn via s vir-

t ually the onJ. y crop pro d:lCed. I t ~'J3 s thought t hat corn '-'iQul d no t mature 

~md 1i t tl~ or no hogs or cat tIe wer·3 produced, a:(cept for home c on s umption" 

l~ei ther VIas poul try and egg s cons i dered 8 source of inco:me .. 

So far as t:2e first decade \'J3S c oncerned. prairie gr ass ;'ias she only 
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sour ce of roughage for live s!;oclt except perhaps on a few f arms where small 

pa tches of flint or " squav" corn vlere raised. for fodd.er. But before t he in-

v0ntiol1 of a corn binde_ the harvesting of corn was ex tremely l abortous. 

T}u'e S!l:L ng W8S done by steam powe:r' practically from the stai t ,~ though a few 

hors~ ~)o -Ner ;m h L'les !Clay have be :n used i n tile Ab6_ deeD. sect ion. 

As the numb.",r of dairy cows i.ncreased it was found that pra ll' Ie hay? 

a dmirably suited. for horses/.vas not so well suite(1 for CO'NS o lIS a r esuly 

attempts were L'1f;! ,ie to sow clover and. timothy. '.1:he .0rLlinary red clovar, ex-

t ensivel y used in eastern ldinue so t a and..-iisconsin invari ably winter ki lled, 

and timothy hay W8S no better suI ted for milk cows tb.an the prairie h ay . 

Val'ious kincis of millet were therefore extensively used d.uring the early 

pe:c ioQ as fo d.der for d.airy CO'JJ S~ Extremely low pr i ces fo :(' whe at ~ drought, 

and. cr-o)! failures to ge ther set faTmal's to casting about for a source of 

sub:31dia:cy i nco me which would be more certa :Ln then grain farming~ 

Shortly after t he daVin of' the century the i nvention an d. i ntr ocLl:)ti '.)Yl ol 

th hand or- e arn separator stir.ru.l ated the dairying i nd.ustry in t he coun ty .. 

C1' 6w::er ies were start ed. in the various parts of t hecount;y previous to the 

intrOo.clctiO!l of t he hand separator, but i t 'lias found. imprac tica-ole to haul 

the .. lilk for such lone distance s as were necessary. lIS a re s1,1 t the crealli-
/ I ) 

s'ries diel 110 t prosper f:I:!Q eventually clo sed.. ThUS, gradually, dairy COV!S 

came t o provi de pern8~)S G minor, -but highly important par t of the farm i ncome" 

~perl[j).entation wi tll c orn proved th~lt the cereal cou.lcl be gr own wi th 

su.c ces s ~ This fact, in addi tion to the supply of sldm milk available fl'om 

hancl cream separators el}COUra~ect Log production ,;,/hich wa s to become the source 

of a l arge par t of the f2rm i ncome of the c ounty~ .'i,OOtlt this same time the 

hd;rod.uctio:n of svteet clover and a little l a t er alfalf a largely solveu. the 

problem of proper r oughage for cla iry em-i S. Tne more succulent and palatable 

l eztUi18S rlere grown VIi th success , al1d this fac t encouraged their use as I i.va 
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stock feed. 

The growing Stl.ccess in the cnltivation of corn encouraged the prod.uction 

of hogs , a.. branc h of farm produc ts 1.v:l1i ch was to becor;le a ma jor i mportance in 

the s econd decade of the new c entm'y .. 

At this period it became evid.en t that after cropping the soil Ili th grains 

f or a succession of ye ar s it woul d not yiel d as plentifully as it onc e h ad. 

This :fact pr obabl;y gave d airying, hog rai s ing and cattle production a decided 

ll!lpetus. 

The decade beginning wi th 1 910 may perhaps be s ai d to have uSIwreJ in 

t he gre a t est prosperi t y, fo r the agricultural interestso f t he cou nty t }n s fa r 

i n its h i story. It i s true) that r:1any far::ners were pro sperous before t h is date 

b~ t this decade sa i; no t only the climax of sg'l'icultul'&l ,Pl"o sperity bu t the 

b eg.i nning of the decl ine .. 

The re l ati ve l:! hi g£l PI" c e s f or lJoul try dur ing thi s per iod. en cour 8?,8cL the 

pr'oductioI! of an inc1'e93 ing: amount of binls, both of t he general utili ty tYge 

.':m el egg .• l ayi l1g s tr a i ns~ BS T;3bli s"hed marke ts for poul tr.y grew up duri ng this 

per Ic:::' 3nC!. the d.emand fo r \7ell f i nished birds was appa l '811tly good. t r.roaghout 

t he year .. i'll.rLeys aud ot her fov.l s sha:ced. in this general prospe r i ty 0: tIle 

1'0,:(1 tr-:7 'business .. 

'1::1'<7 !l"uarksts for cr e a:7! al so develo ) e d during t h is d ec ade a1 t hough consid-

er a'bl e eream h ad been marketed i n the prev i ous t en :years~ 'lihen the coopera t;ive 

type of creameries bec t:::me defunct, b i g centeralized. cre ameries establi shed 

sta tions in the var ious towns whe r e cream migh t be mar}{:eted. A l arge P::D:' t of 

i t was sniPI)ed by rail to l arge plants, n:ostly in various part s of l'Li.nnesota . 

As previously ITlE:ntioned the hog i ndv.s t f .:y was going to the front in the 

previous decade, but the ri sing price s 'nhich climaxecl clm'i ng the 'war perio d 

and. i mmediately after s aw the gr eates t development .. 
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Dur i ng this tit.'le the production of SYllall grains continued but t h e 

perfection of the gaso line IT10tO:r' for power broug:o.t about a decided differenc e 

in ulreshing operations~ Up to this time threshing had been done by large steam 

outfi t s requiring from S t o 10 teams to haul bundles to the machine~ Si nce 

prac'tically all o f the thr t,sr.ing was done out of the 1! S}::.oc'Kn i t \'Jos n:~tur 1 

t h at some farm ers were force d. to \iva i t sometimes l ong periods f or t h e m8c:Oi~~ 

to come. The cJ.evelopro8nt of the gasoline trac tor brought ou-t the small trl1.'esh-

er \'Ihi ch wa s sold at a pr ice t ::18 average f a rmer fe l'ti he could afford .. 

By 1920 t he big type of steam thresher. h ad almo s t disappeared from the 

picture 1 b ein g repl ac ed by s mall threshers owne d by one or two farmel~ s toge there 

' \' 

During the pario(l of the World War the prod1..;.ction of wheat wa s naturally 

stressed by the encouragment of the gover-:mnen t to produce as much a s possible" 

Low l ancls alon.s the J ames River were cu' ained and in so me places protected bN 

dykes in 01'(181' to provi de i ncreased acreage for gra i n fi elds. During t ,his 

pe riod rnO s t of the remaining .... od was -bro~-\:en up and. t urned into 910'llOd fiEHd s 

so thi'.l t in the greater pa rt ci f t nB c ounty., e specially the eas t ern h alf, prac tic-

ally 110 native sod remains~ This period shows the pesk of grain product i on in 

the C01..l.c::.ty and ';Nas char acterized by a Sllccession of excellent crops, rainfal l 

being usually plent 1ful dlU' in g those years .. 

'J?BE BLACK RUST SCOlEGE 

The year 1 S04 marl(ed the end of an epoch in wheat f arming of t he entire 

wheat belt of wh i ch Aberdeen is the c enter.. Up to tha t time h ard vlheats had 

b een procluced Vii t I l su ccess.. The scourge s of t he wheat crop had been drought 

and hail wi th occasional losses due to cut worms& D1.U.'um wheats had been i n-

tro duced and, fOlmd well sui ted to t h e so il and cli:natic c onditi ons , but the 

market price for that variety of' wheat had 'been so far under the } 1 hard that 

no general cuI t iva tion of that var ie ty ha d b egu:a.& 
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.But 1904 lmown subsequently as the "rust yearll salOl the hard wheat crop 

anuihil ated by a plagne hi therto U2L'mOWU - Black Rust. The wheat plants 

developed an excellent stand in the greater part of t he wheat belt, put 

cho!' tly bafor the plants were :ready to set the berry rust s pores se ttled 

on the stems and. a wee:\: or so of hot muggy weather so favored the growth 

of the fungi t hat. practically no wheat was harvested. On the oth.sr hand 

fields of durum wheat \vere lit tle affected by the rust and produced a f ail' 

crop 

Onc e infec ted t:te wheat fields seemed u-l1able to escape the rust an'l 

cuI tivation of hm'd wheats was abandoned. No entirely satisfactory 8ArpLma

t ion of the propagation of t he Black Hust has bee:n made, a1 though it was 

proven that the barberry bush was one of the hosts of the X'ust~ Many 

practiCal far-me l's believed that barberry bushes were not ~lUmerous enou§,l1 

to ac co unt for SO general an infesta tion as seemed to come ';'Ji th the sucJ.don-

ess of a tnu:.'ld J: clap .. 

The rr~arlcet price of the rlu).'U}Tl wheats later advanced and wheat of that 

va:r.ie tJi hp-s since been a source of much of the i ncome of the farms in Bro7lll 

and adj9cent countie ~ 

L9 nlacl<;: rnst scourge was of far - reaching i mportance. In the first 

place it revolutionized t2:e wheat culture ill t.0.e county a11(l cut off the 

sOv-:rces of local supply of milling wheats for the numerous s:nall flour milles 

opera ~ing at the time ; since they were no t equipped to mill d.ur1J~lTl and hali no 

markets f or the flour., 
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THE Ch'iEAT LAND BOOl\I 1000 - 191Q. 

The t u.rn of t he centUl~y saw much l and i n t he COlmty in t he hands of 

Eastern i nsuranc e and investment companies, 031 thoug.'l perhaps a ma.jori'Gy of 

the cultivated <lCre~ge h3.1 passed into t~'1c ha11(18 o.f fa:t:t!1er o':'l:'1e s ., 

popuL.r method of sale up to tha t time was the so-cal l ed "wheat-contract tl 

plan. ~he buyer cultivated t he l and, furnishing seed and. be aring all h.3~vest.;,. 

iug expe11s e and del iveri11g general ly a ]lalf of the crop as payment of in .... e(I.-

es'~ ::n:.J. pr i nc ip<1L. :Huch lan d_ change d h8n(ls on that hasis .. 

But shor t ly af t er the new centUl~y came in;. it ,laS someho7" discQverecL 

that l and i n this !;lart of South Dakota was much too low in price as C o:npar e cl 

\7ith land. of equnl pl'oductivi ty in s tates fur t her east " .A majority of the 

land buyer' s probably came from Il l inois and IOWa, v/hero land values and c ash. 

rental s lwd risen t o fantastic figureslb I t was ev i dent when the first f arms 

clumged hands i n the county at somethi ng like ~;25 per acre tha t people whose 

i dea of the v alue of farm 1 2..ud. vIas from ;~200 per acre upVJ3X'ds would be s trong-

l y attrac te d_ to t h is part of South Da~tOta and the Jim river valley especi21ly .. 

£leal os ta t e men were not l ong in formulat ing a systematic e::p1oitatlon 

of form lands h ere and the re sul t vIa s a s11arp r i so i n values~ the ~iurn!;l frOm 

~?25 per ac::r-e t o ~~7 5 being ac complished almost over night~ It Vias before tile 

autO:TlO-o ile er a and livery barns did a thrivi ng busir:.ess in proviu.ing trans-

portation for t he strangers vlho c ame t o l)U ~l l and. Hotels and. restaurants 

were t axe d t o t he ir c a9ac i ty~ 

Some of t he bnye:rs nD t urall y wer e speculators who bougrlt i n order to 

resel l a t a pI"ofi t , but t here vler e a1 so many ac tual farm ers who made their 

homes on the l and t hey bougn t nnd becarr:8 permanen t resiclents ~ 

lVIa .. YJ.Y f O.rtunes were made in r eal es t a t e dur i ng those years , a c i rCUil1stance 

\'I!tich ser ved to convil1ce thFl pioneel' s ettl ers their holdings 'Jere valu8ble~ 
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A'any of them had he ld. on t hrough t he ha rd. times of the nineties fo r reasons 

perhaps no t cle ar in their o\m miucls a But now they were conv i nced the;:,r h ad 

used good judgement in their f i g:.i'l.t against the Mstres s il1G odds t hat infest

ed the n i neties" A g oo d. f arm in the Jim rive l' valley ·\7a s no l onger a jOke .. 

s:'he man \\'ho owned one wa cor: ' id.ered a p8rS01] of affl uen ce GY', Ll cOr.:lT:andcd the 

respec t of everyon8 Q It vIaS true the l and probably produced no l~lo!'e \7eal th 

when it sold fo r ,,/15 per acr e than it did wnen it CO'cll d be b ought for ~~IO? 

bUG t he attitude of t he o;;mer toward h is acres had undergone a compl ete 

c113nge" A farm \·Jas now somett.Jng to be guarclecl careful ly 3S a basi s of pres-

ti ge as wel l as economic independenc e" 

Though l al1Cl pr ices held a t appro:xi r::ately ~) 75 per acre fo r f ifteen 

years f ol 10'.'7i 213' the incep'Gion of' the gTeat boorn, i t was a perIorl of much 

prog:l'e ss as i n di c ated. earlier i n t his essaYe Expand.ing c:cedi ts prompted 

the build.ing of the m3 .1or:i.ty of the substantial farm buil d.ings still to 

be seen on t he farms of the valley .. 

The opening of the secoml decade of t he new centul'Y Was perhaps sig

nificant ", l\n excellent stand o f grain was Ii tera lly b-..U'ne d. to the ro ots 1J;;l 

hot v/i.nds in July and tr.:e co unty d i d no t produce its seed grain t hat ;year'o 

Ther e Has li ttl e real distressas a :r esult, hoy/ever , since farming had be

come wid.ely diversified and i ncome froJ:3 livestock and. po u l try enabled mos t 

farmers at worst to live c omfortably de spi t e t he l os s of the small g;:-a in 

c rope. 

Despite t he ba d start t he decade was one of continued development and 

SaW the boom pro spe:d ty of t he World Vial' years... ·I'li th the beginning of host

i Ii tie s in EUl'ope, i ncre2sed demand and ri s i ng pr ices for f arm 1)l'Oclucts trough t 

great prosperi t y to farl:as and town s of the valley alike.. Land pr ices took 

"'!lother .~ ea!)t fantaStic i n it s scope, farm l and VJithout i;"! lpl'o vements sellinz 
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for mo:1.' 6 than ~7100 pel' acre. while improved f ar'ills c :hanged hands frequently at 

~~200 per acre.., v _ L'veryane made more money than they had ever w.ade before. 'rhe 

money \vaS a s a m::ltter of course no t always wisely invested.. Many people 

speculated wildly, entering i n to contrac ts which brought inevitable ruin when 

defl'''Uon set in following ths war 11,7steria", 

With the increasing prosperity t he automobi1e~which at the out set of the 

decade had been considered more or l ess a rich man's toy, c aine int o general use 

and with it s adoption by the farmers calTIe t he c1ema.."1d fo r good roads and the 

nece si ty for. hal'd.-su:t' faced highways where the heavies t of the traffic maYsd" 

The decade :b..ad brought the telephone and mail delivery' to the f arm areas and 

there was a dec i ded upswing in t he buying of housel:.{)ld appliances which cUd. 

much to lighten the drnc1ger~T for house~-:eepers especially on the farms.. 'Shere 

el e.;: t ric light plant s were no t instal1ed~ a srrlfll1 gasoline motor took up many 

tas}r:s that for!l'lerly required monotonous if not b ack-breaking toil on the farms .. 

lInch labor savlng !1lGlchinery c ame i nto general use during this decade .. 

There was not oray the corn bind.er~ but s o simple an i;n!Jlement as the d:rag c ar t 

which aHowed the men guiline the horses ahead of a drag to rid.e in stead of' 

ploddi:J.o?; 0 81:inr1 i n the .soft groU11d)caJJ18 into genera l acceptar;.Ce" In many 

pl aCeS1 t!-1e r.lan who did. no t viall-: all d3y long 'behind hi s farm machinery was 

C O~1si c.81·ed. :~a zy or at lesst something wdn to it, if, incleed, it was not g8n-

erally :kno',vn that he was physically handicapped .. 

I+~ 'was the golden age of the farm thus far in Jim river valley history .. 

Aberdeen, being the capi tal of' a great f arm reg ion, shared in the prosperity 

ancl the grea test developments in the city in nearly al l l i nes of endeavor date 

from t h '.: t time., 
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